Introduction: Differences in linguistic properties, literacy level, and cultural acceptance may cause difficulties and are known as major limitation factors in identifying dementia in developing countries where the greatest increase in prevalence of dementia is expected to be seen. This study aimed to investigate the influence of multi-ethnicity and education level on Picture-based Memory Impairment Screen (PMIS) among elderly in Malaysia.
and median years of education 11.0 (9-13). About 317 (55.4%) were female and 255 (44.6%) were male. The majority were Chinese (n=361, 63.1) followed by Indian (n=133, 23.3%) and Malay and Others (n=78,13.6%). Based on DSM-V classification among 75 randomly selected individuals, participants with major neurocognitive disorder (n=33, 64%) (T-test, p<0.05) showed poorer performance in PMIS compared to those with no neurocognitive disorder (n=42, 56%). In univariate analyses, fewer years of education and differences in ethnicity were non-significant (Kruskal-wallis test, p>0.05). After adjustment for DSM-V classification in multivariable logistic regression, fewer years of education and differences in ethnicity remain insignificantly (p>0.05) different in performance of PMIS. Conclusions: PMIS performance showed no influence on ethnicity and education level among our elderly. This study may give options for healthcare providers on available screening tools that consider cultural and educational factors in screening dementia.
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